
Read the passage below and answer question 5. 

OPPOSITIONAL DEFIANT DISORDER 

On a bad day, have you ever been irritable? Have you ever used a harsh tone or even been verbally disrespectful to 
your parents or teachers? Everyone has a short temper from time to time, but current statistics indicate that between 
16 and 20 percent of a school's population suffer from a psychological condition known as oppositional defiant 
disorder, or ODD. 

ODD symptoms include difficulty complying with adult requests, excessive arguments with adults, temper tantrums, 
difficulty accepting responsibility for actions, low frustration tolerance, and behaviors intended to annoy or upset 
adults. Parents of children with ODD often feel as though their whole relationship is based on conflict after conflict. 

Unfortunately, ODD can be caused by a number of factors. Some students affected by ODD suffer abuse, neglect, 
and severe or unpredictable discipline at home. Others have parents with mood disorders or have experienced family 
violence. Various types of therapy are helpful in treating ODD, and some drugs can treat particular symptoms. 
However, no single cure exists. 

The best advice from professionals is directed toward parents. Therapists encourage parents to avoid situations that 
usually end in power struggles, to try not to feed into oppositional behavior by reacting emotionally, to praise positive 
behaviors, and to discourage negative behaviors with timeouts instead of harsh discipline. 

5. The author's purpose in writing this passage is to… 

a. Express frustration about ODD.  
b. Prove that parents are the cause of ODD.  
c. Inform the reader about this complex condition.  
d. Persuade the reader to keep students with ODD out of public school. 

Read the passage below and answer question 6. 

EARLY POLITICAL PARTIES 

The United States has always been a pluralistic society, meaning it has embraced many points of view and many 
groups with different identities from its beginning. That is not to say that these groups always saw eye to eye. The 
first political parties developed in the United States as a result of conflicting visions of the American identity. Many 
politicians believed that wealthy merchants and lawyers represented the country's true identity, but many others saw 
it in the farmers and workers who formed the country's economic base. 

The event that brought this disagreement to the surface was the creation of the Bank of the United States in 1791. 
The bank set out to rid the country of the debts it had accumulated during the American Revolution. Until then, each 
state was responsible for its own debts. The Bank of the United States, however, wanted to assume these debts and 
pay them off itself. While many people considered this offer to be a good financial deal for the states, many states 
were uncomfortable with the arrangement because they saw it as a power play by the federal government. If a central 
bank had control over the finances of individual states, then the people who owned the bank would profit from the 
states in the future. This concern was the basis of the disagreement: Who should have more power, the individual 
states or the central government? 

The Democratic-Republican Party developed to protest the bank, but it came to represent a vision of America with 
power spread among states. The Federalist Party was established in defense of the bank, but its ultimate vision was 
of a strong central government that could help steer the United States toward a more competitive position in the world 
economy. These different points of view-central government versus separate states-would not be resolved easily. 
These same disagreements fueled the tension that erupted into the Civil War over half a century later. 

 

 



6. What is the author's purpose in writing this passage? 

a. To persuade the reader to accept the Federalist Party's point of view.  
b. To explain the disagreements between early American political parties.  
c. To explain the importance of a strong central government.  
d. To criticize the founders of the Bank of the United States. 

Read the passage below and answer questions 8 and 9. 

DISCUSSION OF NATIVE SPEAKER, BY CHANG-RAE LEE 

Chang-Rae Lee's award-winning debut novel "Native Speaker" is about Henry Park, a Korean-American individual 
who struggles to find his place as an immigrant in a suburb of New York City. This novel addresses the notion that as 
the individuals who know us best, our family, peers, and lovers are the individuals who direct our lives and end up 
defining us. Henry Park is confronted with this reality in the very beginning of the novel, which opens: 

The day my wife left she gave me a list of who I was. 

Upon separating from his wife, Park struggles with racial and ethnic identity issues due to his loneliness. Through 
Park's work as an undercover operative for a private intelligence agency, the author presents the theme of espionage 
as a metaphor for the internal divide that Park experiences as an immigrant. This dual reality creates two worlds for 
Park and increases his sense of uncertainty with regard to his place in society. While he constantly feels like an 
outsider looking in, he also feels like he belongs to neither world. 

Chang-Rae Lee is also a first-generation Korean-American immigrant. He immigrated to America at the early age of 
3. Themes of identity, race, and cultural alienation pervade his works. His interests in these themes no doubt stem 
from his firsthand experience as a kid growing up in a Korean household while going to an American school. Lee is 
also author of "A Gesture Life" and "Aloft." The protagonists are similar in that they deal with labels placed on them 
based on race, color, and language. Consequently, all of these characters struggle to belong in America. 

Lee's novels address differences within a nation's mix of race, religion, and history, and the necessity of assimilation 
between cultures. In his works and through his characters, Lee shows us both the difficulties and the subtleties of the 
immigrant experience in America. He urges us to consider the role of borders, as well as why the idea of opening up 
one's borders is so frightening. In an ever-changing world in which cultures are becoming increasingly intermingled, 
the meaning of identity must be constantly redefined, especially when the security of belonging to a place is 
becoming more elusive. As our world grows smaller with increasing technological advances, these themes in Lee's 
novels become even more pertinent. 

8. Which of the following best describes the purpose of this passage? 

a. To criticize  
b. To analyze  
c. To entertain  
d. To inform 

9. Why does the author of the passage quote the first line of the novel "Native Speaker"? 

a. To illustrate one of the themes in the novel.  
b. To show how the book is semi-autobiographical.  
c. It is the main idea of the novel.  
d. To create interest in the novel. 

 



Answers and Explanations 

5. C: This passage explores numerous facets of ODD and is meant to inform the reader about this psychological 

condition. Choice C is the best choice. Although parental frustration is noted, it is not the primary focus, making 
option A incorrect. Likewise, despite the fact that parental behavior as a contributor is mentioned, parents are not 
overtly blamed for ODD. Answer choice B is, therefore, not the correct choice. Option D does note that a relatively 
high percentage of students have ODD, but this passage nowhere implies that they should be kept out of school 
because of it, so D should also be eliminated. 

6. B: This passage does not choose one point of view on the issue, so only choice B is in keeping with the passage's 

purpose, which is to explain the disagreements between the earliest political parties in the United States. All other 
answer choices would need to reflect the author's preference for a particular position in order to be valid options. 

8. B: The passage neither criticizes (A) nor entertains (C), so these two options may be quickly removed from the list 

of viable choices. It does provide information, as in option D. However, the writer goes beyond straightforward 
presentation of facts and into analysis of the details and underlying meaning. It explores the "why." This piece was 
written to analyze the works by Chang-Rae Lee and the themes presented in his most famous novels. Answer choice 
B most clearly expresses this purpose. 

9. A: The author of this passage uses the first line of the novel to provide an example of one of the themes of the 

novel. By showing a direct example, the writer is illustrating the theme-option A-and goes on to discuss that very point 
in the passage. Although the piece does express certain parallels between Lee's experience as a Korean-American 
and the character's, it is nowhere suggested that the novel is semi-autobiographical, rendering option B incorrect. The 
main idea of the novel (C) and any suggestion that the reader of the passage should also read the novel (D) are 
nowhere stated, so these two answer choices are also incorrect. ? 

 


